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History Forgotten Righteousness, Not Forgiveness

his is worth remembering, because ituke 7.47— Therefore, | tell you, her sinsforgiveness, and this the righteous ones can-

is true. It's familiar territory, but..... which were many, have been forgiven; henceot give. Many of those to whom they turn

Those of you that graduated fronmshe has shown great love. But the one wannot give it, either. Jesus gave it to the
school after the early 60’'s were probablyhom little is forgiven, loves little.” - Jesuswoman who was utterly unacceptable. The

never taught this. Our courts have seen to Church would be more the Church of Christ
that ! Dear Friends, than it is now if it did the same, if it joined
Did you know that 52 of the 55 signers Jesus and not Simon in its encounter with

of “The Declaration of Independence” wereA word on Forgiveness and Righteousnesthose who are rightly judged unacceptable.

orthodox, deeply committed, Christians®hy do Christians turn away from their righ-

The other three all believed in the Bible aeous pastors? Why do people turn awayrom Chapter 8in Robert K. Johnston (ed.)

the divine truth, the God of scripture, androm righteous neighborhoods? Why dorhe Use of the Bible in Theology:

His personal intervention. It is the samenany turn away from righteous Christian-Evangelical Options (John Knox 1985). (ar-

Congress that formed the American Bibléy and from the Jesus it paints and the Gaiilcle in this issue)

Society, immediately after creating the Dect proclaims? Why do they turn to those who

laration of Independence, the Continentalre not considered to be the righteous onebfartin Luther reminds us that “The Theo-

Congress voted to purchase and impo@ften, certainly, it is because they want téogian of the Cross calls a thing what it is”

20,000 copies of Scripture for the people adscape judgment. But more often it is be— what a relief!

this nation. cause they seek a love which is rooted in Forgiven, Pastor Arnold Flater
Patrick Henry, who is called the firebrand

of the American Revolution, is still remem-

bered for his words, “Give me liberty or give_

me death”; but in current textbooks, the cor; =

text of these words is omitted. Here is Whﬁ'ﬁ?

he actually said: . 1‘
“An appeal to arms and the God of host'

is all that is left us. But we shall not fight =" =

our battle alone. There is a just God th& e,

presides over the destinies of nations. TH N

. Dear Sponsor

S "
g I hope this letter finds you and your loved

T

ones in good health; I am fine here too. |

wanted to tell you that | had a nice view
from my house and | can see the sea. Be-
sides, | like to play with my brothers and

. .

battle, sir, is not to the strong alone. Is lif ' cousins. . i
so dear or peace so sweet as to be purcha’’ %* . i wh You know, I am improving my school
at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid | %@ =« : *\I& performance every day. | am in the sixth
Almighty God. I know not what course oth-+ *~* =& . gradeand have grown up; | am a nice young
ers may take, but as for me, give me libert e lady. _ _
or give me death.” b . - - I'have a cousin and’I love her very much;

These sentences have been erased frgh ' " .. lvisit her when | don't go to school, so |
our textbooks. 1 play and share with her. _

Was Patrick Henry a Christian? The fol- i - & I thank you for all your help, because it's

very important to me. Now | say goodbye;

lowing year, 1776, he wrote this: _‘d

“ hasi | . - MW" % L yoursponsored child,
(00 Often hat 1ic Gret Nation wias founded  Sielant A Reinalds Hernandez ~ Sefani A. Reinalds Hernandez

not by religionists, but by Christians; not or §
yrelg y .u-"/—‘_‘\'\-..,.--"""‘.- \‘ .--‘“""-_-
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History Forgotten, from page 1 Of the first 108 universities founded in )
yror had America, 106 were distinctly Christian, in-I—eSSOnS from Noah S Ark
religions, but on the Gospel of Jesusluding the first, Harvard University, char- 1. Don’'t miss the boat.
Christ. For that reason alone, people of othégred in 1636. 2. Remember that we are all in the same
faiths have been afforded freedom of wor- In the original Harvard Student Hand-  poat.
ship here.” book, rule number 1 was that students seeks. Plan ahead, it wasn’t raining when Noah

Consider these words that Thomag entrance must know Latin and Greek so  puilt the Ark.

Jefferson wrote in the front of his well-wornthat they could study the Scriptures: “Let 4. Stay fit when you are 600 years old
Bible: “ am a real Christian, that is to say, @very student be plainly instructed and ear- someone may ask you to do something
disciple of the doctrines of Jesus. | havaestly pressed to consider well, the mainend really big.

little doubt that our whole country will soonof his life and studies, is, to know God and 5, Don't listen to critics; just get on with
be rallied to the unity of our creator.” Helesus Christ, which is eternal life, John 17:3;  that job that needs to be done.

was also the chairman of the American Bibland therefore to lay Jesus Christ as the onlys. Build your future on high grounds.
Society, which he considered his highest arfdundation for our children to follow the 7. For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.

most important role. _ ~moral principles of the Ten Command- 8. Speed isn't always an advantage. The

On July 4, 1821, President Adams saidnents.” snails were on board with the cheetahs.
“The highest glory of the American Revo- James Madison, the primary author of theg, \When you're stressed, float a while.
lution was this: “It connected in one indis-Constitution of the United States, said this;0. Remember, the Ark was built by ama-
soluble bond the principles of civil govern-“We have staked the whole future of all our  teurs; the Titanic by professional.
ment with the principles of Christianity.” political constitutions upon the capacity ofi1. No matter the storm, God always has a

Calvin Coolidge, our 30th President ofeach of ourselves to govern ourselves ac- rainbow waiting.
the United States reaffirmed this truth whegording to the moral principles of the Ten Kiddy's Korner, paper from Carroll, lowa
he wrote, “The foundations of our societyCommandments.”
and our government rest so much on the Today, we are asking God to bless
teachings of the Bible that it would be diffi-America. But, how can He bless a Natio
cult to support them if faith in these teachthat has departed so far from Him? Prior to
ings would cease to be practically univers&eptember 11, He was not welcome i
in our country.” America. Most of what you read in this ar

In 1782, the United States Congresticle has been erased from our textbooks.
voted this resolution: “The Congress of th&®evisionists have rewritten history to re
United States recommends and approves theve the truth about our country’s Chris
Holy Bible for use in all schools.” tian roots.

William Holmes McGuffey is the author ~ You are encouraged to share with oth-
of the McGuffey Reader, which was usedrs, so that the truth of our nation’s histor
for over 100 years in our public schools wittwill be told. >t
over 125 million copies sold until it was John 3:16. For God so loved the worl ,Lv\
stopped in 1963. President Lincoln callethat he gave his only begotten Son, that™>3~"
him the “Schoolmaster of the Nation.” Lis-whoever believes in Him shall not perish but Bopeows
ten to these word of Mr. McGuffey: “The have eternal life!

Christian religion is the religion of our coun-  This information shared is only a droth<in
try. >From it are derived our nation, on thef cement to help secure a foundation th g
character of God, on the great moral Goveis crumbling daily in a losing war that mosGod is King over everything, salvation

nor of the universe. On its doctrines aref the country doesn’t even know is ragin is the station. To give to God the sin,
founded the peculiarities of our free Instituon, in, and around them... that the devil tries to win. God’s love
tions. From no source has the author drawn Please share this with as many as pos-a flower that will stand through all the
more conspicuously than from the sacresible and make the ill-informed aware ohour. So, please sing some to the kingdom.
Scriptures. From all these extracts from thehat they once had. So that’s all I have to say about the Lord
Bible, I make no apology.” —~Carla Cay Krull  and his way. Amen

Which Path?

Albert Cooper.

Two souls went forth from the cross that day/3 o @heh of o N\
Both dying by Jesus side. @@S B@@ﬂ
On either side with the Lord between, /ﬁ% d@@i//}ﬁ
Welcome! But apart how far and wide. . Lo
© i i Feb 2045
The Church of the Damascus Road For one went out into end_less night, coruary
(@) (@) Heaven open before his eyes. The official publication of The Church of
And one went in with the Son of God, the Damascus Road, a Christian Comm{i-
Through the gates of Paradise. nity of Reconciliation, serving the inmat

CAN'T SLEEP?
TRY COUNT-
ING YOUR

BLESSINGS.

Two souls will go from your place todayl Eopulation of the correctional facilities a

Both children of guilt and sin. Oggyegaﬂg,E‘Lg?,g,ogagg’o“rge' lowa.
But one said “No” to the Son of God, Albert Cooper, Editor
The other has let Him in. Anyongwishing tgéoe on ourdmz?]iling list
And bright as the light of love and heaven,| May sénd name, adcress, and phone num-
| bers to The Church of the Damascus Ro

Redeemed one, thy path shall be. | po'Box 834, Fort Dodge, IA 50501-0834
But gloom and the doom of endless night, | or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@aol.com. THe
Poor lost one await for thee. Flash will be sent directly to your home.

Office at St. Olaf Lutheran Church

- Winston Halstead 2003 (FDCF) 239 North 11ih Street, Fort Dodge, 1A
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Increase Our Faith Rachel’s Faith This Day’s Thought

Luke 17:5— The apostles said to the Lord, t's sad to think that somebody had to di e've said this before, but it can’t
“ Increase our faith!” to show us that we have a problem. | be reiterated too many times...

ith i i le think it 1 You think |1 am talking about our Lord God makes everything that hap-
aith Is not what some peopie think Iy, "4 re wrong. | ‘m talking about Rachepens work to the good for those who love
is. Their human dream is a delusiong oyt the young girl who gave her life behim and are called according to his purpose.
Because they observe that faith is nQfy ;se of her belief in God. Everything. No matter what is happening in
followed by good works or a better life, they “Now it's up to each and everyone of ugour life right now, no matter how devastat-
fall into error, even though they speak anghq call ourselves Christians to make suneg the circumstances may seem, have faith
hear much about faith. *Faith is not enough,i 5t Rachel and the other victims did not di God. Know that his hand is working, even
they say, “You must do good works, youp i in what may seem to be the most horrible
must be pious to be saved.” They think that, | 4 agree with the families that the recircumstancs you could ever face. Know that
when you hear the gospel, you start work 556 of these tapes should have beéis will will be accomplished, no matter how
ing, creating by your own strength a thankEandled in a better manner; however, maytbe people and circumstances in your life try
fulheart which some believe.” Thatis whal 1,k something like the inconsiderate reto stop it. Know that his hand is on you and
they think true faith is. But, because this is g se of these tapes to the press, rather tham your life, no matter how frightening
human idea, a dream, the heart never learfisine families of the victims, to bring attenthings may be. So instead of feeling fright-
anything from it, so it does nothing and reio, 1q the fact that news of the victims wasned or worried, feel blessed.
form doesn’t come from this faith,’ either.yeing overshadowed by news of the killers. Bonnie Ricks, New Song Ministries
Instead, faith is God's work in us, thalt\ye'are going to fill the news with articles
Chg?%/leasrgﬁ E‘thg'rves new birth from Godapayt Columbine, let it be about the victims.
- Let’s fill the news with stories of Rachel, & i
G C t F th young woman who'’s life was taken becausIexanS In Heaven
rOWlng In al of her faith in God. Satan must have had abriel came to the Lord and said, “I
hen we don't have enough faith great fear of Rachel to have gone to suc have to talk to you. | have some Tex
we try to take over and do thingsengths to take her from this world, but once ans up here in Heaven who are caus-
for ourselves. We fail to realize@gain Satan messed up. For what he toaky some problems. They are swinging on
that each circumstance in our lives is ther@as her mortal body, not her Spirit! And itthe Pearly Gates, my horn is missing, bar-
so that Jesus can help us to grow in faith i our place as Christians to keep her Spitfitecue sauce is all over their robes, ham hock,

Him, not in ourselves. alive. We can do this by telling others of hesparerib, and pig feet bones are all over the
Bonnie Ricks faith, and by keeping her always in oustreets of gold. Some folks are walking
hearts. around with one wing. They have been late
. | think Romans 8:28-30 speaks otaking their turn in keeping the stairway to
Fa”:h DOUth Rachel. “ And we know that in all thingsheaven clean. There are watermelon seeds
God works for the good of those who lovall over the clouds. Some of them aren’t even
nbelief does not doubt- faith him, who have been called according to hizearing their halos, saying it is messing up
doubts. If a person never has a purpose. For those God foreknew he algbeir hair.
doubt, faith is not faith, but predestined to be conformed to the likeness The Lord said, “I made them special, as

knowledge. Yet, so it is; belief springs still of his Son, that he might be the firstborn did you, my angel. Heaven is home to all
in souls that nurture doubt. And we must amoung many brothers. And those he preay children. If you really want to know
go to him, who will the harmful weed cast destined, he also called; those he called, béout problems, let’s call the Devil.

out. also justified; those he justified, he also glo- The Devil answered the phone, “Hello?
rified” (NIV). Damn, hold on.” The Devil returned to the
Falth |S It saddens me to know that someone whghone and said, “Hello Lord, what can | do

was so full of hate could rob the world offor you?”
aith is knowing that God is who He one who loved our Lord so much! Although  The Lord replied, “Tell me what kind of
says He is, has what He says He hasnever met this exceptional young lady, mproblems you are having down there.”
and will do what He says He will do life will not be the same because of her. For The Devil said, “Wait one minute,” and
and then putting ourselves in a position in her | have seen the faith that we shoulduts the Lord on hold. After 5 minutes he
where our lives depend on it. all strive for. returned to the phone, and said “Okay, I'm
— Pastor Graham Steele If I'm out of line in this statement, then | back. What was the question?”
apologize. But | don't think Rachel would  The Lord said, “What kind of problems
war;]t herhmemc?(rjial to be one o;‘] hatredare you having down there?”
Rather, she would want us to reach out even The Devil said, “Man, | don’t believe
Tears from My Heart more to the ones who don't know God, sthis..... hold on, Lord”. This time the Devil
ast night when | was lying in bed ithat something like this might never happewas gone for 15 minutes. The Devil returned
L dropped a tear from my eyes. [rgain! _ and said, “I'm sorry Lord, | can't talk right
couldn’t believe it was happening,. IS time we welcome God back into oumow. These Texans done put the fire out, and

‘cause | wasn't crying. | didn't have any realives! _ are trying to install air conditioning!
son to cry. Then'l asked my soul what was Jeffery Swearingen —Author unknown
happening to me and why. This is the an-

swer | got: they weren't tears from your eyes,

they were tears from your heatrt. I

So now | understand we can cry fakfalth Sees Land TO Land

tears but tears from our hearts are real! Pali aith sees the invisible, f one community conversate
is something you can't stop even if you tryF believes the unbeliev reach an agreement to negoti
your hardest! able and receives the impossible. ate. It's better to give than take, believe

— Jose Rosales- ——Corrie Ten Boom in faith. Being righteous wanting to do good.
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Invite the Pastor to Worship Artists’ Corner

he worship services at The Church ¢

the Damascus Road are scheduled «

week-nights for two reasons. One i
to enable people on the outside to worsh
with the inmates and not miss worship i
their own congregations. The second is 1
make the pastor of Damascus Road ava
able to visit area congregations on Sund:
mornings. The pastor can give a brief ug
date on the ministry, a sermon, a children
sermon, an adult forum, a children’s Sun
day school opening, a cross-generation
class session, or any or all of the above, al
is open to suggestions. All that is asked
that there be time to prepare.

Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, PO Box 83
Fort Dodge, IA 50501-0834, or by e-mai
at <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange fi
a visit to your congregation. The pasto
speaks Episcopalian, Methodist, Baptis ! :
United Church of Christ, Covenant, Pres =
byterian, Lutheran, Catholic, Evangelical, .

Reformed, Assembly of God, Mennonite, Herb Lias, FDCF, 2004
Nazarene, and a host of other denominations
independent, and non-denominational, too.

NCCF’sChurch Council FDCF's Church Council

VISIT Marc Leonard ........cccceeeeeeenininnnns Presidenterry Schoon, Pres........ Randy Elliott, VP
Vacant ........ccceeeeeeviiiieeennn, Vice Presidenhlbert Cooper ... Secretary
Jasper Young .......cccoeevveeeevinnnnnnn. Secretafyred Chapman .............ccccooeveee Librarian
Gary LeCompte ........c........ Anthony BoneDerek Griffith ................... Craig Flataker
David Porter.........ccccveeeeens John BothwellTony Halsrud ........................ Phillip Wells
Brad Booher.......ccccccveeeeennn. Craig Nietfeld
Todd Yaw .......cooviiiiiiiiiieeeeeen, Lyle Harris

WOrShip & Bible StUdy A note to secretaries and pastors—
Copy Me, Please!

http://www.dodgenet.com/~cjlang/index.html FDCF Fort Dodge

7:00pm Wednesdays .....Holy Communio e send our newsletter primarily to
. i i 6:30pm Fridays ..........c.cceeune Prayer Tea congregations. It's printed on
M Send COﬂtflbUthnS 7:00pm Fridays .......ccccoevvennnns Bible Study white paper so it can lwepied to
he editor of this newsletter is inviting ) include all or portions of it in your newslet-
ALL READERS, inside and outside to NCCF Rockwell City ter or bulletin, or simply made available to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and oping:30pm Tuesdays .................... Bible Studyembers of your congregation.

ions for the newsletter. So don't be bashfub:30pm Thursdays ........ Holy Communion -- Pastor Carroll Lang



